
Lesson plan:
• Starter: Logo quiz (5 mins) 

• Discussion question (5 mins) 

• Read - The influence of advertising (5 mins) 

• Worksheet - Persuasive techniques (10/ 15 mins) 

• Video - Advertising techniques (5 mins) 

• Advert picture analysis and feedback discussion (10 mins) 

• Read and discuss - Advertising - what do you think? (10 mins) 

• Define - Consumerism (2 mins) 

• Micro-debate on consumerism (15/20 mins) 

• Video - less stuff and more happiness (5 mins) 

• Discussion - what is ethical consumerism? (5 mins) 

• Plenary - Quote reflection - (5/10 mins)
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Starter: How many of the following logo’s do you know?



Facebook Apple Massimo 
Dutti Puma

LG MAC make up Tommy 
Hilfiger Penguin books

Nike Mercedes Play Station United Nations

Ralph 
Lauren Toyota Shell Pepsi

Adidas Santander Volkswagen Starbucks

ANSWERS: How many of the following logo’s do you know?



Discussion:  
How much do you think you are 
influenced by advertisements?

Strongly 
influenced

Not 
influenced

Extra question: Where do you see these advertisements?



Advertising
Learning objectives: 

•To consider how advertisements influence you 
•To explore differing views about advertisements 
•To reflect on our own consumer habits 
•To develop debating skills



The influence of advertising
• In today's modern world, advertising seems to be 

everywhere we look; online, television, billboards, 
magazines, newspapers, on buses, social media, mobile 
phones etc. 

• In addition, some forms of advertising can be subliminal, 
such as the strategically-placed coca-cola can in a movie 
or TV programme. We can't help but be influenced as 
consumers.

Read



How do adverts influence us?

Task: Persuasive 
techniques in 
advertising 

• Read and complete 
the worksheet



How do adverts influence us?
Video: Advertising techniques (Time: 5.34) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NdLsQcYyAcc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NdLsQcYyAcc


Misleading advertisements

Why might this image 
be misleading?

http://craysvocabularyblog.blogspot.com.es



Misleading advertisements



Misleading advertisements

Why do you think 
Red Bull might have 

got into trouble?



Misleading advertisements
The energy drink company 
agreed to pay more than 

$13m (£8m) to settle a class 
action lawsuit for misleading 
consumers with promises of 

increased physical and 
mental performance.

http://i100.independent.co.uk/article/six-adverts-that-were-so-misleading-they-had-to-be-banned--e16xpiGpSx



Misleading advertisements

What do you think 
might have been 

misleading about this 
advert?



Misleading advertisements

What do you think 
might have been 

misleading about this 
advert?



Misleading advertisements
An anti-ageing skin 

cream advert starring 
Twiggy was banned in 
2009 after it emerged 
the real “secret” to the 

model’s brighter-looking 
eyes was generous 
airbrushing at the 
hands of a photo 

retoucher.

http://i100.independent.co.uk/article/six-adverts-that-were-so-misleading-they-had-to-be-banned--e16xpiGpSx



Feedback: Discussion 

• What is the problem with having 
misleading advertisements? 
• Are some advertisements more than just 
misleading?



Here are some other 
complaints about some adverts

Scary

Sexualised

Unfair or nasty about 
certain types of people

Shocking

Gruesome
Violent

Would you agree? 
Have you found some adverts to be inappropriate? 

What can you do about it? 
(Complain to the advertising authority)



Advertising:  
What do you think?

“There’s nothing wrong with advertising. It 
keeps people informed and encourages 
competition, which benefits everybody.”

“Advertising encourages people to be 
materialistic and to want things they don’t 
really need.”



How much influence do 
adverts have on you?

“Some people argue that adverts have less 
influence than is often made out. They say that most 
people are suspicious of the claims that advertisers 
make. They suggest that the most popular TV ads 

are enjoyed because they are entertaining and 
funny, rather than because they are informative 

about the product, and that they don’t really 
influence people to buy the product.”

Read

Source: Your Life 2 Fosters



What is ‘consumerism’?



What is ‘consumerism’?

The preoccupation of society with 
the acquisition of consumer goods.

Oxford Dictionary



Micro-debate: 
You will be debating in groups of 4. 

One person is for the motion and the other is against. 
The other two people are the audience and will have 

to come up with additional comments. 

First write down your main points (including the 
audience) and get ready to debate. 



Micro-debate: 

“This house believes that 
consumerism is dangerous”



Micro-debate: 
feedback 

“This house believes that 
consumerism is dangerous”

What were some of the main points that were 
discussed in your groups?





Graham Hill: Less 
stuff, more happiness

https://www.ted.com/playlists/207/
talks_to_watch_instead_of_shop 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8YJtvHGeUU 

Or

5.42 minutes

What do others say about consumerism? 
Video

https://www.ted.com/playlists/207/talks_to_watch_instead_of_shop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8YJtvHGeUU


So, what is ‘ethical 
consumerism’?



http://www.theguardian.com/money/2001/feb/22/ethicalmoney1 

http://www.theguardian.com/money/2001/feb/22/ethicalmoney1


Consider:  
How can you change your 

consumer habits?



Plenary: 
What do you think about 

the following quotes?



“We must rapidly begin the shift 
from a ‘thing-oriented’ society to a 

‘person-oriented’ society.” 

Martin Luther King Jr











Plenary: 
What have you learnt in this lesson? 

Come up with your own quote about 
something you learnt about -

advertising/ materialism/ consumerism


