
Lesson plan
• Part 1: Tolerance

• Starter: Speak to your neighbour (5 minutes) 

• Discussion (5 minutes) 

• Tolerance: Definition (5 minutes) 

• Writing task (10 minutes) 

• Part 2: Team work

• Discussion (5 minutes) 

• Team work task: Spaghetti tower challenge (30 minutes) (You will need resources for 
this task) 

• Part 3: Praise (You might not have time for this) 

• Discussion (10 minutes) 

• Praise chain (10 minutes)



Working with others
Learning objectives:  

• To respect the differences between people as you 
develop your own sense of identity 

• To develop your team working skills 
• To be able to give and receive constructive praise 
and feedback



Part 1: Tolerance



Starter task: 
Speak to the person beside you 

Similarities and differences:

Speak to your neighbour: Find out one thing that 
makes you different from one another and one thing 
that you have in common (For example you could 
mention your likes/ dislikes). 

• We are all different in many ways, although we can 
also find similarities if we try. 



Discussion:
• Should we only spend time with people we think are 

similar to us? 

• What are the benefits of spending time with people who 
are different to us? 

• Is it easy to spend time with people who have different 
views from us? 

• Can you suggest ways in which we can get on with 
people in life even though we don’t always like or agree 
with their points of view?



Tolerance
• What does this word mean?



Tolerance
• What does this word mean?

• “The willingness to accept behaviour and beliefs 
that are different from your own, although you might 
not agree with or approve of them” Cambridge 
English Dictionary

http://www.tolerance.org



Tolerance
• Write the word TOLERANCE in large letters down 

the side of a piece of paper/ on your iPad and use 
the letters as the start of a list of things that we 
should do if we are going to get on with people.  

• E.g. L may be Listen to other people’s points of 
view.  R may be Respect other people’s opinions. 



Part 2: Team work challenge



Discussion:

• Why is it important to be able to work with others? 

• What’s the best way to work as a team?



• Task: To create the tallest tower using spaghetti 
and marshmallows. 

• You will be expected to use your problem solving 
and team work skills to help you.

Spaghetti Tower Challenge



The task:

1.Think about the materials & the challenge 

2.Look at designs of towers to get ideas 

3.Discuss and design 

4.Work as a team to build your tower



2. Look at designs of towers to get ideas



Here are some more ideas



FYI: The world’s 10 tallest buildings



• What worked well? What did not? 

• What have you learnt? 

• What would you do differently next time? 

• How did you make sure you all worked well as a 
team?

Feedback:



Part 3: Praise



Praise
• An important part of working with others is giving 

praise.  

• This is also important in helping others feel good 
about themselves and getting the best out of 
people. 

• We can be very quick to criticise others (about 
what they wear, how they look, etc) 

• But how often do we give praise?

Read:



Praise
• Praise or positive feedback is an act of recognition  

• What positive comments or feedback have you 
received in the last week? 

• Who from? What was said? How did you feel?  

• What compliments or positive feedback have you 
given this week.  

• Who was it to? What was it for? How did it make you 
feel?

Read and discuss:



Discussion
• Who gives more praise than they receive?  

• Who receives more praise than they give?  

• How does it feel to be praised and appreciated? 

• How does it make you feel about the person who 
gave the praise? 

• Do you think that making an effort to be positive 
about people in your form would be a good idea?



Giving and accepting praise
• Learning to give and accept praise gracefully is an important 

skill for us all to learn 

• How do you react when someone gives you praise?   

• Sometimes a simple thank you is much better than saying ‘I 
know I’m great!’  

• Is it some times better to be praised privately than in public?   

• Why is it sometimes difficult to receive praise in school in front 
of your class?   

• Do you think that it is right? 

Read and discuss:



The praise chain
• Everyone take a scrap piece of paper and write your name on the 

bottom 

• Pass the piece of paper to the person on your left, then with the 
paper that you receive, go and swap it with someone else not 
sitting near you 

• Now sit down again 

• On the paper that you receive, look at the name on the bottom, then 
write that person a compliment on the top of the paper  (it must be 
true and it shouldn’t be about their appearance) 

• Now fold down the top of the paper twice so you can’t see what 
you’ve written



• Now pass the paper to the person on your left 

• MAKE SURE YOU DON’T GET YOU OWN PAPER, 
IF YOU DO THEN SWAP IT WITH SOMEONE ELSE 

• Repeat....look at the name, then right down a 
compliment 

• Once you’ve done this, pass it back to the person 
whose name it is.


